Infant and child mortality in the rural areas of the developing world: a review of recent trends and policy implications.
"The paper reviews the existing data on recent trends in infant and child mortality rates in the rural areas of the developing world. Data sources include vital registration (when available), estimates of mortality on the basis of surveys (Brass method), and prospective ad hoc studies." A comparison of mortality data for 31 developing countries indicates that rural mortality is nearly always higher than that in urban areas. Factors associated with higher rural mortality are analyzed, including patterns of family formation, nutrition, fertility, and infectious diseases. Consideration is also given to the effects of discrimination against female infants in certain cultural settings and to the importance of education for women. (summary in FRE, ITA)